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Runoff, or two-round, election systems –

The two-round system (also known as second ballot or 
runoff voting) is a voting system used to elect a single 
winner. Under runoff voting, the voter casts a single 
vote for their chosen candidate. However, if no 
candidate receives an absolute majority of votes, 
then those candidates having less than a certain 
proportion of the votes, or all but the two candidates 
receiving the most votes, are eliminated, and a 
second round of voting occurs.



Pros:
• results in a prevailing candidate with a majority of support

• allows voters to have a second chance to vote for their favored 
candidate or to change their minds between rounds of voting

• can encourage diverse interests to coalesce around a candidate

• can reduce problems associated with ‘split voting’

Cons:
• second round of voting can be more expensive and administratively 

burdensome

• in primaries, prolongs uncertainty before a general election; in a 
general election, prolongs uncertainty before a transition 



Oklahoma Statutes 
Title 26. Elections 
Article I - State and County Elections - Political Parties
Section 1-103 - Runoff Primary Election

If at any Primary Election no candidate for the nomination for office of any
political party receives a majority of all votes cast for all candidates of such
party for the office, no candidate shall be nominated by such party for the office,
but the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes at such election shall
be placed on the official ballot as candidates for such nomination at a Runoff
Primary Election to be held on the fourth Tuesday of August in the same year. No
county, municipality or school district shall schedule an election on any date during
the twenty (20) days immediately preceding the date of any such Runoff Primary
Election.



Examples of prevailing campaigns with less than a majority of votes cast:

2009 General Election

Bartlett 45%

Adelson 36%

Perkins 18%

Kirkpatrick 1%

2005 Special Election – District 5

Martinson 28.9%

Phillips 28.6%

Harer 27%

Nichols 10%

Weaver 3%

Harjo 1%

Jackson 1%

2006 Republican Primary

LaFortune 43%

Medlock 34%

Miller 22%

Harper 2%

2002 Democratic Primary – District 1

Williams 48%

McConnell 19%

Jeffrey 13%

Jacobs 7%

Littles 7%

Alexander 6%

2006 Republican Primary – District 4

R. Bartlett 46%

Brinkley 37%

Morlan 17%

2002 Republican Primary – District 9

Neal 48%

Henke 41%

Lowry 5%

Nelson 3%

Apple 3%

(Percentages may total more than 100% 
due to rounding.)

2009 General Election – District 3

Turner 46%

Patrick 39%

Hulcher 15%

Mayor:

Council:



Other Cities



1. Partisan Primary Runoff

New York City

“In the city of New York, when no candidate for the office of
mayor, public advocate or comptroller receives forty percent
or more of the votes cast by the members of a political party
for such office in a city-wide primary election, the board of
elections of such city shall conduct a run-off primary election
between the two candidates receiving the greatest number of
votes for the same office.”



2. Nonpartisan General Election Serves as Runoff Election

Oklahoma City

“At any primary election when there are two or more
candidates for the office of Councilmember in any ward, then
the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes for
such office shall be declared the nominees from that ward,
and when there are two or more candidates for Mayor, the
two candidates receiving the highest number of votes from the
City at-large shall be declared the nominees for Mayor, and
the names of the candidates for Councilmember or for Mayor
so nominated shall appear accordingly on the City general
election ballot and shall be designated thereon as ‘Nominees
of the Primary.’”



3. Nonpartisan – No Primary / General Election Runoff

Fort Worth

“Primary elections to determine the selection of nominees for
members of the City Council shall not be resorted to. There shall be
but one (1) election, and that a general election, for the purpose of
selecting members of the City Council, . . .” “The candidates
receiving the majority of the votes cast for each place shall be
declared elected. If no candidate receives a majority, or if there is
a tie for any one (1) place, the mayor shall order a second election
to be held on a date in compliance with the Texas Election Code to
fill that place. Only the names of the candidates who tie for the
highest number of votes cast for that place, or the two (2)
candidates who receive the highest number of votes with neither
having a majority of the votes cast for that place, shall be printed
on the ballot for such election.”



4. Instant Runoff or Ranked-Choice Voting

Minneapolis

“The elected officers shall be elected by the method of Single
Transferable Vote, sometimes known as Ranked Choice Voting
or Instant Runoff Voting. The City Council shall, by ordinance,
establish the ballot format and rules for counting the votes.”



Instant Runoff or Ranked-Choice Voting is a voting system that 
guarantees majority winners in a single round of voting by allowing 
voters rank a list or group of candidates in order of preference

• Aspen, CO
• Berkeley, CA
• Memphis, TN
• Minneapolis, MN
• Oakland, CA
• San Francisco, CA
• Springfield, IL
• St, Paul, MD
• Takoma Park , MD

It is optional in North Carolina, Colorado, Santa Fe, Sarasota, FL, and 
Vancouver, WA 

source: instantrunoff.com
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Minneapolis Municipal Election Ballot



Minneapolis Municipal Election Ballot
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