
Trash Operations Task Force Feedback – Updated Jan. 14 

The Trash Operations Task Force is in the process of forming recommendations for the Tulsa Authority 
for the Recovery of Energy (Trash Board) regarding changes to the green waste system. The Trash 
Operations Task Force will meet on Jan. 7 to refine these recommendations. Before this meeting, the 
Task Force would like to gather feedback and ideas from citizens regarding changes to the green waste 
system. 

Here are some, but not all, of the topics the Task Force will be discussing at the Jan. 7 meeting: 

1. Collection frequency: Every other week? Or every 2-3 weeks?  Any "off" months? 

2. Containers: Plastic bags? Paper bags?  Trash cans? 

3. Education: Explore partnerships. Educate the public on: What is green waste?  How to compost? 

Please feel free to leave your comments regarding these topics, or any other ideas you may have. These 
comments will be presented to the Trash Operations Task Force on Jan. 7. 

73 comments 

*Note: “Up” designates the number of up-votes by commenters; “Down” designates the number of 
down- votes by commenters 

Loves Tulsa • 4 days ago − 

Green waste is already allowed in the grey trash cart along with other items we may not wish to recycle. 
If we need more room, we can pay for a 2nd or 3rd grey cart. There's no need for a 2nd or 3rd pickup 
just for green waste. Sending it to the energy plant where it's converted to steam is much more cost 
effective than taking it to a mulching plant that will need significant expansion to handle the summer 
green waste.This is best for the majority of Tulsans. There's no need to pay the contractor more money 
since it's already included in the contract addendums and was already bid. Tulsans are already paying for 
this service and should not be charged one more cent extra. 

4 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Logical • 4 days ago 

Why has no one used logic in this discussion. It's not just about the disposition of the green waste. It's 
about more money for less service. Let's see, before we had 2x per week pickup, unlimited amounts of 
trash, leaves, etc for about $15-20/month average , I believe, and voluntary recycling that some paid 
extra for. My trash hauler, whom we got to know during his tenure, a nice man who lost his business 
was making money. The previous contractor obviously made money or they would have gone under. 
Fast forward. Now we have 1x per week pick up, "mandatory" recycling (which I wholeheartedly 
approve of), limited waste disposal unless you pay extra for what doesn't fit in the can, the city picks up 



green waste that we are paying for, and the rates are basically the same or a little more if you factor in 
the orange stickers for extra waste. Let's see, paying the same for 1/2 or less service and the contractor 
is not making enough money!!!!!. They should be making twice as much as before. Something stinks. I 
guess once you get your snout into the public trough, it's hard to get "enough". If you squeal louder, 
they put more slop in the trough, you squeal louder still, get more, and get fatter. Would work for me. 

4 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Richard Hall to Logical • 5 days ago 

I could not have said it better 

1 up •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

John to Logical • 4 days ago 

Amen brother, I agree wholeheartedly. 

1 up  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mary • 4 days ago 

I am not interested in recycling or composting. And I am not interested in paying extra for those that 
want to go green but don't want to pay for it. Right now a pile of brush has been sitting on my curb for 
two weeks. It is properly "gift tied"for our "princess" green waste haulers to pick up as soon as it suits 
their fancy. Meanwhile I am paying for them to pick it up every week. I will cram it in my trash can for 
the next pick up. This trash system is a joke but it is politically correct..it follows the dictates of the UN. 
Isn't that just great? 

3 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

fastfrank • 5 days ago 

Green waste is aptly called "waste" for a reason. It's something some residents don't want, so they 
throw it away. Residents decide what is waste for their gray, city supplied trash/waste cans. They should 
not be stopped from putting green waste in trash cans. It still gets used to generate energy, so it is being 
reused. What's the big deal? I thought the green waste in the trash was settled long ago after the 
debate about not putting more than 50% green waste in our trash cans was scuttled because we pay for 
our waste and no one could or should decide what percentage was green vs regular trash. It should stay 



that way. NeWsolutions surely didn't try to predict how many trips they would have to make to the 
energy plant and based their bid on the fact that most trash cans would not be full of something. That 
wouldn't be too smart since the system was created to change from unlimited trash twice per week to 
limited sized cans and once per week pick up! 

As far as maintaining "good working relationships" with the contractor, that doesn't mean paying them 
more money for doing the job they contracted to do. Jim Twombly got it right when he said that the city 
has good working relations with many contractors, but that doesn't mean we pay them more for doing 
their job. An "implied" condition of the negotiations for green waste collection( as stated by Randy 
Sullivan in a press release) should not be a part (and cannot "legally", in my opinion, be a part) of a 
written proposal that a contract is based upon. Either it is a part of the contract or it isn't. There's no 
"gray" area. The city's attorneys said this and the TARE board didn't like it so they "hired" someone at 
$300/hour to give them the opinion they wanted to hear. Why is there a TARE board anyway? Doesn't 
the city have competent people to prepare bid documents, evaluate them, and present their 
recommendations to the Council to consider? It seems to me that this is the way our form of 
government is supposed to work, sans the TARE board. What qualifications do they have to negotiate 
and manage a refuse collection contract? 

Bottom line is that the way the contract has been sold is that if you generate excess waste be it green, 
bulk waste, or just more trash, you get to pay more, not everyone in general subsidizing residents who 
cannot or will not do their part to help the environment and the city. If you throw way more, you pay 
more, period. 

3 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Water_Faery to fastfrank • 5 days ago 

It is horrible for the environment to burn green waste!! 

  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith to Water_Faery • 5 days ago 

It is not horrible for the environment to burn green waste at the trash to energy plant. 
In Trash Operations Task Force meeting presentations, the differences in negative 
environmental impacts between sending green waste to the trash to energy plant or the 
green waste site for mulching or (possibly) composting were discussed and the 
conclusions were that there weren't really any differences in negative environmental 
impacts between the two. 



This can be verified by simply watching the meetings on demand or live streaming for 
free on TGOV online. They are very informative. 

http://www.tgovonline.org/ 

It may go against many misguided public perceptions and "progressive" prejudices, but 
sending green waste to the trash to energy plant isn't any better or worse for the 
environment than sending it to the green waste site. That's a fact. An inconvenient(for 
some) truth, if you will. 

   •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to Aaron Griffith • 4 days ago 

There is not much real science behind either the Task Force claims or your own 
that burning trash and green waste has no more effect on the environment than 
using the green waste site. I need much better studies, and the names of the 
groups sponsoring those studies, before I believe what you claim! 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith to Water_Faery • 3 days ago 

Well, the EPA and the city will surely be shocked to learn that the Clean Air Act 
and EPA emission standards aren't based on "much real science". 

Let me see if I understand this correctly, before you will believe reality you 
"need much better studies", however everyone else is supposed to take take 
these specious claims about the green waste burned at the trash to energy as 
gospel based solely on the keystrokes of an pseudonymous internet expert that 
does not cite any credible sources? 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

jb • 6 days ago 

Many Tulsans kept their old trash cans when the new system went into use instead of giving them to the 
city. Why can't those of us who kept them use those and the people who turned them in could purchase 
their own new cans. We could choose whatever size meets our individual needs. 

3 up •Reply•Share ›  



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to jb • 5 days ago 

Using all sorts of sizes of cans won't work for the current waste vehicles, as they use the current 
cans with a handle the crane on the truck can pick up and dump, instead of using people to hurt 
their backs and pick up the cans themselves. I have no desire to pay for yet another kind of trash 
vehicle to pick up trash cans that are all different sizes. Please keep the current types of trash 
cans as the only ones to be used. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith to Water_Faery • 5 days ago 

It's simple. The city should just let people put green waste by the curb in their trash 
carts(or recycling carts for twice a week trash customers) and move green waste 
collection days to the day specified for secondary pick up days with twice a week 
service. Problem solved. 

2 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

John • 6 days ago 

I used to enjoy the trash service we used to have. I used cans that I could comfortably put out at the 
curb. I could put my yard waste in any bags I chose at no extra cost to me, and I could recycle if I chose 
too. The old trash service was one of the things people never complained about. The citizens of Tulsa 
are the ones that pay for the service and yet we were never given a chance to vote on what we want to 
pay for. I don't think that a small group of people should decide what is best for me. Please consider 
letting the green waste just being put in the trash cans. Paying extra for green waste removal is a bad 
idea, and will encourage people to not keep their yards groomed. 

5 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to John • 5 days ago 

It is horrible for the environment to burn or bury green waste when we could use all the green 
waste collected to care for the City of Tulsas green spaces and take that item off the city budget. 

I hated the old trash system as it hardly allowed for recycling at all. And the current rolling trash 
cans with easy use handles are WAY easier for me to move to the curb than non rollable cans I 
had to carry out. 



  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

John to Water_Faery • 4 days ago 

I'm glad you like paying more money and getting less service. That seems real smart too 
me. I liked putting my brush in the cans. 

2 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

VJ • 5 days ago 

I was extremely pleased with the old system & enjoyed twice a week pick up but understood & accepted 
once a week could potentially save money however current new system costs MORE for LESS & more 
Complicated service. I'd like to see us return to old system with no extra additional cost tags or clear 
bags but with once a week service and continue to recycle the paper/plastic/glass. Green waste outside 
of regular city-issued trash should be optional & placed in resident-owned trash can (or maybe choice of 
tying in bundles with what kind of twine?) . I am not in favor of costly paper bags for green waste.  

Also there was significant damage from recent wind/ice storm yet "someone" decided it didn't warrant 
an extra pick-up. There are piles of branches on my street (and many other streets) since last week & 
the regular trash truck just ignored them. Please stop spending so much money on "education" by 
keeping rules simple for all to understand & comply. 

4 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to VJ • 5 days ago 

I lost many, many tree branches in the ice storm. I have so far bagged and carried 10 large trash 
bags full of limbs/sticks to the curb and they were taken within a day. Larger logs we split and 
use in our fireplace. I do NOT want the current service overturned just because some people 
choose not to spend the time to break sticks and bag them. 

  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Hydrachuck to Water_Faery • 2 days ago 

My bundles have been sitting for two weeks, along with my neighbors 

   •Reply•Share ›  



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

jane • 8 days ago 

do whatever Mr. Patton of the MET suggests. Please. 

4 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

FerrousJack • 3 days ago 

I want the following: 

1. A bin for trash 

2. A bin for recyclables 

3. A bin for green waste. 

4. I want all 3 picked up every week. If I don't have any green waste I won't put it out at the curb. 

5. If there is overflow, I can buy additional bins at my own expense. These too I want picked up weekly, 
and I don't mind paying an additional charge for additional bins. 

6. I want ad hoc collections of unbinned debris when necessary (to address storm debris situations). The 
city council can make the determination as to when ad hoc collections are necessary.  

It doesn't need to be more complicated than this. While the Task Force dithers and the Council wrings its 
hands about offending a contractor by daring to ask they fulfill their contracts there are tons of storm 
debris sitting at the curbs in Tulsa neighborhoods waiting for the city to fulfill a basic function of 
municipal government. 

2 up  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Loves Tulsa • 4 days ago 

We are also paying for CNG trucks, GPS and RFID readers and we're not getting that service either. 
WHY? 

2 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith to Loves Tulsa • 2 days ago 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news... 



"About 111,000 of Tulsa's 116,500 trash customers requested a blue recycling cart as part of the 
curbside trash system that began Oct. 1. That was a huge increase from the 16,000 city recycling 
customers before the new program started, officials say." 

This seems to erroneously suggest that A.) the carts were requested, when in fact, they were 
delivered unless the customer deliberately opted out and denied delivery and B.) that delivered 
carts are somehow an accurate reflection of actual recycling rates under the irrational 
assumption that possessing a cart equates to participation. Considering that the carts are and 
collection trucks should be equipped with RFID scanning technology, the set out rates should be 
readily available, which brings me to the next inconsistent statement I noticed. 

"The amount customers disposed of in their recycling bins each month climbed upward from 
1,540 tons in October 2012 to 1,949 tons in May, before declining in June and July. 

While Hunt said the city has no data on how often its recycling customers actually use the 
program, called the "set-out rate," the city was able to provide a breakdown of the types of 
recycling materials collected during the first five months of the program - October through 
February - the latest detailed data available. " 

 

Why can't the city determine set-out rates? The RFID technology was supposed to provide near 
real time metrics for participation rates, the city should have this data and it should be readily 
available to this task force and the public, why isn't it? 

In the meantime, sending Tulsa's nonrecyclable plastic to the incinerator makes sense because 
"that material is still being converted into reusable energy, so the integrity of the process still 
holds true," Hunt said. 

Records show that plastics 3-7 in the five months studied by the World represented 261 tons of 
material Tulsans disposed of in their recycling containers, about 522,000 pounds. 

That is almost more than double the 2 percent the city assumed such materials would 
represent, as shown in its recycling contract with American Waste Control. The company is 
required by contract to recycle at least 95 percent of the "recyclable" items haulers take to its 
facility. 

American Waste Control CEO Tom Hill said whether plastics 3-7 should be counted among 
recyclable material is a "gray area in the contract." 

Has the 3-7 plastics issue been resolved? Is it currently being recycled or incinerated? Is the 261 
tons that was incinerated being included in the overall recycling tonnage numbers to artificially 
inflate the recycling tonnage numbers? I believe this task force(not to mention the public) 
deserves a better examination and explanation of the purported "gray areas in the contract" 
concerning these recyclables 



I think the interests of this task force and the public would be well served to have a review of 
the historical account and performance audit of the current system from adoption to it's current 
implementation including, but not limited to, waiving fines, deadlines, or other contractual 
requirements for contractors and what the current policy on these issues are now. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news... 

The contract allows the city to charge NeWSolutions pre-defined "administrative charges" for 21 
specific mistakes and to charge any amount "as determined necessary to protect ... the city's 
interests" in the case of 10 broader, more subjective offenses. 

Those charges would be assessed as reductions in the city's payments to the hauler. 

The contract says the city can charge $50 per missed collection if the hauler missed three or 
more carts in a day - but only if the hauler cannot refute a complaint or prove it as a customer 
error. 

If all reports of missed collection had been deemed accurate, the city could have fined 
NeWSolutions $1.49 million since October, or nearly $150,000 a month. 

The city can also charge $250 for failing to resolve a missed pickup on the day the city informs 
NeWSolutions of a complaint, as long as the hauler is informed before 1 p.m. 

Beyond that, a $100 fine is possible if the hauler fails to address a customer complaint within 24 
hours of the time it is notified. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news... 

1 up  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DMR to Aaron Griffith • 16 hours ago 

We, and as far as I know all our family and friends, were already recyling before the 
delivery of the huge, unsightly blue bins by taking our recyclables ourselves. To count us 
all as "new" recyclers is misleading. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith to DMR • 12 hours ago 

I voluntarily paid extra to recycle under the old trash system. 

Under the new system, I told the city to keep their new blue cart and use my old 
recycle bins to feed Mr. Murph instead. 



The city and TARE board's stubbornly unjustified resistance to allow those who 
want smaller recycling carts to have one is offensively absurd and their stated 
"legal and contractual" reasons for prohibiting smaller recycling carts have 
proven to be bogus: 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news... 

"It was determined that the trash board can amend the contract for "minor 
changes," such as allowing different sizes of recycling carts, said Roy Teeters, 
the Streets and Stormwater Department section manager above solid waste." 

Proposing a phony pilot program, under the pretense of placating the public 
that is never intended to make it out of planning stage purgatory, just adds 
insult to injury: 

(Aaron Griffith posted the following images) 



 



 



   

  



 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith • 5 days ago 

Any recommendations to reduce the frequency of green waste collections from once a week, to bi-
weekly, monthly or even being unavailable during certain months is absolutely unacceptable unless it is 
accompanied by a proportionate reduction in what the customers pay on their bills for green waste 
disposal(i.e. if green waste gets collected half as much, customers should pay half as much for the 
reduced service they will be receiving.) Anyone who suggests that it is somehow acceptable that 
customers should pay the same amount(or more) for less service should not be trusted and should be 
severely rebuked and rejected. 

2 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ken • 5 days ago 

I don't care If green waste is incinerated or mulched. Whatever is the cheapest method. 

2 up •Reply•Share ›  



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Bill Huston • 6 days ago 

You offer smaller trash bins, but not smaller recyclable bins. This is  

unfair to older residence who live alone and have difficulty moving that large  

bin to the curb. Older residence who live along don't accumulate many  

recyclables, but under the current system they are expected to pay the same rate  

as large families. You should offer smaller bins, or less frequent pickup, for  

recyclables at a lower cost. I would prefer less frequent pickups. As for the  

green waste, I would prefer a separate bin, as opposed to either plastic or  

paper bags. But, bundles of limbs should still be an option. People with  

large yards could be given additional bins for an additional cost. And, like  

recyclables, green waste could have less frequent pickups. 

2 up  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to Bill Huston • 5 days ago 

My 75 year old parents have no problem rolling the largest of the new trash cans to our curb. I 
do not understand why some people find this difficult . . .you gently tip the cart to get it started 
rolling . . .hardly any strength necessary?! 

  1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DMR to Water_Faery • 16 hours ago 

Obviously you do not have a long, very steep driveway like many houses in the hills of 
south Tulsa do. Just because it is not a problem for you does not mean there is not a 
very real problem for others. 

   •Reply•Share ›  

Water_Faery to DMR • 6 days ago − 



You are entirely wrong about where I live. We do NOT have as steep a driveway 
as some, but we definitely do not have a flat driveway either. I understand 
disabled or extremely elderly having a hard time. My grandparents neighbour 
took over mowing their lawn and moving their trash from the garage to the 
street when they got to where they could not do it. Perhaps some who have 
trouble can ask for some help, from a friend, family member, neighbour, or even 
church Care Team group member. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

Water_Faery to DMR • 6 days ago 

You are entirely wrong about where I live. We do NOT have as steep a driveway 
as some, but we definitely do not have a flat driveway either. I understand 
disabled or extremely elderly having a hard time. My gransparents neihbor took 
over mowing their lawn and moving their trash from the garage to the street. 
Perhaps some who have trouble can ask for some help, from a friend, family 
member, neighbor, or even church Care Team group member. 

 •Reply•Share › 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

concerned green citizen to Bill Huston • 5 days ago 

I totally agree! 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Rick • 6 days ago 

When will the breach of contract lawsuit begin against NeWsolutions? 

2 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Sarah • 10 days ago 

We have a large yard with lots of trees and shrubbery. We mulch our leaves into the yard, so autumn is 
not really a big deal for us. Spring and summer are our busy green waste seasons, when all the hedges, 
bushes and shrubs need trimming. We can easily fill 30 large contractor bags from a single weekend of 
work. 



We don't really have an "off" season for green waste, except maybe Dec - Feb. When the yard is really 
growing, we definitely need weekly service. Sometimes, it takes us several weeks to dispose of all our 
green waste. 

The flimsy clear plastic bags don't work for us b/c they are too small and tear easily. Likewise, the paper 
bags I've seen in other cities are too small to be practical for someone with a large yard. (Unless they 
would come in 44 gal size!) 

I am happy to pay for the excess green waste we generate. I would be fine if the city would issue large 
green waste bins (similar to the huge trash/recycling bins) for an extra monthly fee, in which we could 
put loose (not bagged) green waste. Also, it would be nice if we could use our old trash cans for green 
waste. Just charge us per container each week. Perhaps the carrier could indicate how many containers 
were emptied each week and charge us as needed. Perhaps we could put a "tag" on our cans that could 
be removed by the carrier to indicate how many we put out. Or, if paper bags were large enough, I guess 
that could work too, but we would need them to be huge, and I'm not sure that's feasible. (30 gal is 
pretty small if you have a giant landscaped yard and do the maintenance yourself!) 

4 up 2 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Suggestion • 7 days ago 

Visit http://www.buygreen.com/biobag... 

BioBag makes a variety of compostable bag sizes from 2 gallon - 96 gallon per this website. 

The City Council should contact the BioBag manufacturer to see if it will supply compostable bags in an 
appropriate size and color at retail outlets in Tulsa, and eliminate the current clear plastic bag policy. 

2 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Vanessa Davied • 7 days ago 

Love, love, love the idea of a trash container specifically for green waste. Frequency? Every two weeks? 
Once this little green waste blip is figured out, I'll be a happy camper. Overall, I'm very satisfied with the 
new program. Good job! 

2 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mary too • 3 days ago 



No to the paper bags. They desintegrate in the rain....especially when they are full. I would rather have 
the regular trash pick up the yard trash and burn it like they used to do. If someone wants their yard 
waste composted, they should feel free to pay extra to have another truck come and pick it up. I don't 
want to be coerced into being politically correct or going green just to make a tree huger feel good 
about themselves. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mike • 5 days ago 

My small midtown yard has several trees and is surrounded by neighbors' trees on all sides. Bi-weekly 
pickup would not cut it in the autumn. I can easily fill two 96-gallon carts weekly throughout November 
and December from just a small yard. Weekly pickup would be best November through January, as oaks 
keep dropping leaves well into January. Considering this, and from others' comments, the only slow 
months for green waste in Tulsa seem to be February and March barring an ice storm. April through 
October could probably be bi-weekly in my opinion. Paper bags are expensive and don't hold enough. If 
you can't solve the plastic bag issue, go to a dedicated city-provided cart, or customer-provided cans / 
bins. Education? I don't think most people are confused by green waste. They just want it removed from 
their property. Perhaps have a mail insert for composting as some Tulsans clearly have an interest in 
that. Not everyone has the time, inclination, or room on their property for that however. This needs to 
be solved satisfactorily, or residents will come up with their own solutions. The responsible ones will 
hire someone to remove it for them. The irresponsible ones will leave it in the gutter to clog our storm 
sewers. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to Mike • 5 days ago 

I disagree that just because you do not hire someone to do your lawn means you are 
"irresponsible". It takes huge amounts of money to pay for lawn service through out the year. 
Great for you if you can afford it, but many, if not most of us cannot afford it! 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Charles H. Crawford • 5 days ago 

I think the only problem we have in disposing of our green waste is the type of bag that is presently 
required. If our equipment will not handle the plastic bags that are presently required, lets go to paper 
biodegradable bags that the equipment will handle. If we eliminate the bag problem, then we can 
resume the original plan of having the green waste picked up by city employees and continue our 



present contract with the trash haulers. If we negotiate a new contract, I am sure that it will cost us 
taxpayers more, and the City Council needs to see that does not happen. We are aware that all city 
council seats are up for election this year, and resolving this problem can go a long way towards getting 
yourselves reelected. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Hydrachuck • 6 days ago 

I dislike filling and tearing little bags. GW Containers, either city supplied or our own, cn be dumped 
directly in a truck. Limit it to 90 gallons per household. I still have my old cans and would love to set out 
a couple with GW every week in spring and fall. People who bag their grass instead of mulching, then 
stack a dozen bags at the curb, should pay for the excess. 

Weekly pickup would be nice during spring trimming and cleanup, say MAR-MAY. Let the same crews 
work on streets JUN-SEPT, while grass can be mulched. Pickup during summer only in the event of storm 
damage. Then resume weekly pickup for leaves OCT-DEC. 

In previous years I varied from 2 to 5 cans weekly depending on organic waste. This year I accumulated 
in back yard and "topped off" my new larger gray garbage container with organic material, which really 
could be mulch or compost. I refuse to mess around with cheap plastic bags. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to Hydrachuck • 5 days ago 

Your old cans can not be used with the new trash trucks. I do not want to pay for buying a whole 
new trash truck just because you guys with "old cans" want to use them. 

  •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery • 6 days ago 

It doesn't make sense to me to put green waste in plastic bags, especially since the trash haulers have to 
just rip the bag right back off. Either paper recycling bags or a 3rd container specifically for green waste 
is what would work better. I would think every 2 weeks free pick up would work, however, I think it 
should be all year round, or else have pickups for amounts of time after every winter storm/spring 
storm/tornado. 



I still find it ridiculous that neither TARE nor the city council, nor the Mayor have ever apologized to the 
Citizens of Tulsa for the lies they told us about green waste going into regular trash, and the money we 
all spent on stickers and bags, which was fraudulently collected for no reason. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Sandi • 6 days ago 

Being green should be the main objective of this task force for the long term solution. Bags are not being 
green - no matter what - they are also difficult to work with for residents and can get expensive with 
having to purchase them often. My suggestion would be to use our current blue container (large for 
most customers) for the green waste - put the bare materials directly in the cart. Allow smaller 
containers to be ordered for recyclables - being picked up once a week with the trash (as you are 
currently doing) - very seldom do you fill the large container to the brim every week with recycled 
material - that would allow for easier handling for the residents. The green waste could have a pick up 
once every two weeks - that material does not smell and for the most part an every two week pick up 
would keep up with even us gardeners that are always doing stuff in our yards. This material is black 
gold and should be utilized for our city. Doing anything less is a colossal waste of material. If we believe 
in recycle then we should believe in composted material. 

The city should not waste this green material by throwing it away - the composted material is a cost 
savings for use in our city parks. Without this material our parks would be very costly. 

I am a gardener that does my own composting - however since I don't have a chipper (no room for one 
with a small yard) so I do need green waste pickup. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reba • 18 days ago 

Every other week March thru November. Brush in 3ft bundles or bag leaves and small waste. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Jim • 18 days ago 

Weekly seems to work but to extend to a longer term could become an issue for those of us who do 
have green waste. I can not support a longer period. 

I believe plastic trash bags is a way to go but also like the ability to put bags into containers for ease of 
moving. 



Educating people on green waste is most likely a waste and I think if a person is interested in 
composting they are already doing so. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

drew • 19 days ago 

This is a great new tool for us to use. Since this is the first time we have used it, I am anxious to see the 
responses from our citizens. 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Kathy06 • 6 days ago 

I don't know that it would have to be every week. I would think every other week might be helpful. I also 
would like our own personal trash cans be used for pick up. 

1 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Wendy • 18 days ago 

I would love to see a third bin picked up weekly on same day as other trash ...I would love that pick up to 
be free all year long (no stickers and such) I live in an older part of town and we don't hire a lawn service 
so we have green waste all year long ... There is only so much that can be composted for personal use ... 
We would soon be buried in leaves from our huge trees and grass clippings. 

1 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

concerned green citizen • 5 days ago 

Paper bags, biodegradeable plastic bags, garbage cans with no bags for green waste. Once a month pick 
up 10 mos. a year; twice a month pick in May and October. Make this mandatory! During "ozone alert" 
months, NO gasoline powered lawn equipment allowed, and lawn watering rationed by odd/even 
address numbers. 

0 up 1 down •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith • 8 hours ago 



Apparently, the task force intends to recommend leaving the door open to prohibiting trash customers 
from putting green waste into their trash container, reducing the frequency of service without any 
guarantees of passing any of the cost savings on to trash customers bills, wasting more resources on 
education efforts and hastily passing vaguely referenced, entirely unspecified ordinances, to enforce 
these actions at their meeting tomorrow: 

http://www.tulsacouncil.org/in... 

(Aaron Griffith posted the following images) 

  

http://www.tulsacouncil.org/in


  



 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DMR • 15 hours ago 

Green waste needs to be picked up AT LEAST once a week. To let it accumulate on the curbs for just a 
few days is unsightly enough. Use plastic bags. I am not interested in another huge bin and don't have 
room for it. I barely have room for the ugly gray and blue bins. Our grass is cut with a mulching mower. 
However, in a couple of years our house would be buried if we tried to mulch all the leaves from our 
huge trees. Plus our shrubs need extensive pruning several times a year. No off months. Continue to 



allow green waste in the gray bin if space is available. Don't waste more money on education. While not 
about green waste, why not periodically allow people to put out items on the curbs to be picked up? 
Sort of a spring cleaning/garage cleaning pick up. Also, sometimes our recycle bin is full and we have to 
put recycle items in the gray bin. Seems a shame. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Recycle Michael Patton • 18 hours ago 

Thanks to the Tulsa City Council for setting up this way to communicate. People think they have to fight 
City Hall when really all they want City Hall to do is listen. This site makes it easy. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

jb to Recycle Michael Patton • 42 minutes ago 

I agree that this is a great way to voice our various opinions. The question is "will they listen?" 
Tulsa has a lot of smart people with good ideas...and they don't all sit on the Council or the Tare 
Board. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

John • 4 days ago 

When people had to pay extra to handle recycling, no one hardly signed up, but if you can make 
everyone pay extra for it, a small group of people like that. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tim • 5 days ago 

As far as Collection Frequency, with the 96 gal. containers my family of 4 can get by on once a week 
pickup. This should also be adequate for green waste. For Containers, why not do a trial run in several 
areas of town with 50 gal. paper bags, etc. and see what is feasable. We have spent a lot of time talking 
about a solution so why not take another 60 days and do a trial? As far as Education, we are not dumb 
Okies out here so quit spending a pot full of money to educate us. Put a simple instruction sheet in our 
water bills, in lieu of receipes, and save our money. Also, why have a legal department for our city and 
then go out an hire another legal firm to render a decision? Money is tight all the way around guys! 

 •Reply•Share ›  



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Leo Byford • 5 days ago 

It is amazing to see that there are those out there finally expressing their opinions and suggestions. The 
dog and pony show or the shell game has finally been exposed for what it is. there are many options 
that can be considered or used, but one of those options needs to be what are the negative results that 
comes from not finding a workable solution for green waste and that does not mean for those at city 
hall writing contracts that are not in the best interest of Tulsa or letting the sign on their door GONE 
FISHING making decisions that have results like we are now facing. I have yet found anyone in the city 
that wants to talk about the contract or changes in the contract, but there are several that love to do 
the dog and pony show. I was at the DEC 10th meeting and I read what the task force committee 
handed out as there Green Waste Possible Recommendations. EVERYONE NEEDS A COPY OF THIS, but 
before reading make sure you are sitting down. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A G • 5 days ago 

I think counsellor Gilbert's suggestion of paper bags for green waste is ridiculous. She must pay someone 
else to maintain her yard, she doesn't care what her or her neighbors yards look like, or she lives in a 
condo. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Aaron Griffith • 5 days ago 

The introduction of composting into this discussion about finding a solution to the problematic green 
waste mulching program's collection and processing system does a real disservice to the public debate. 
City resources would be better utilized to correct the problems with the mulching program instead of 
dreaming up new composting programs. 

It is a distraction and a detriment due to the confusion it causes with much of the public about mulching 
and composting that deflect's attention and focus away from what it should be: correcting the current 
problems. I certainly hope the confusion created by combining composting into the conversation is 
purely coincidental, not by design. That may seem cynical, but in age where the political practice of 
never letting a tragedy go to waste seems to have become the commonplace conventional wisdom and 
commerce of city halls and capitols across the country, you would have to be completely naive not to 
consider the possibility. 

Talking points about green waste going to landfills are completely without merit and completely 
irrelevant to any rational discussion of green waste collection and processing in Tulsa. Tulsa's green 



waste is either collected or dropped off at the city green waste site to be mulched, or taken to the trash 
to energy plant to generate energy. Disingenuous comments about green waste going to landfills just 
creates more public confusion and contention based on this misinformation. 

Any changes or new expansion(i.e. composting) of how the city collects and processes green waste that 
increase the current costs for the city or the customers ought to be rejected out right. For example, the 
cost per ton for green waste to go to the trash to energy plant is $12, while the cost per ton for 
composting is estimated to be between $18.77 and $36.73 per ton. Such a large increase is simply 
unacceptable under any circumstances. 

Even more unacceptable is the shameful way the TARE board and New Solutions seem to be fabricating 
a problem that doesn't exist in an attempt to further fleece rate payers by exploiting the green waste 
problems as a convenient cover story to funnel more money to New Solutions with dubious claims 
about hauling green waste. If it fits in the trash cart it ships, it's just as simple as that. Anything extra 
should be bagged and affixed with a extra refuse sticker or they shouldn't be picking it up. Green waste 
in the trash cart is NOT diverted to the green waste site, it goes straight to the trash to energy plant 
along with the rest of the trash in the container. Shame on them for even suggesting such an obvious 
shell game. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news... 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/home... 

Ideas about using recycling carts(or trash carts for once a week customers) for green waste and having it 
collected on the date specified for second pick-up with twice a week service seems like the simplest, 
most common sense solution. Common sense suggests that anyone who wants a smaller recycling cart 
should be able to have one, too. With all the entrenched special interest spending influences swirling 
around this issue like buzzards on a fresh kill(and in some cases even serving on the task force charged 
with making recommendations), it's pretty doubtful that common sense ideas like these will prevail. 

The new trash service has been an expensive new solution in search of a problem that focuses on 
convenience and cost effectiveness for contractors instead of the customers it is supposed to serve since 
it's inception. Composting is just the latest mutation of this. It is the toxic byproduct of crony capitalism, 
pandering politicos, and feel good progressive social engineering policy based on fantasy, not facts or 
fiscally responsible decision making. 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mikedabike • 6 days ago 

Let people put GW in cans they already have and pick it up every 2 weeks year round. This eliminates 
need for any type of bagging which has created all the problems. You could then haul it to the green 
dump we have and turn it into mulch or compost. 



 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Water_Faery to Mikedabike • 6 days ago 

Uhm . . .we fill up our recycle bin with all the other recyclables . . .we would have no room for 
green waste as well. It would seem inefficient to try to have green waste collected from the 
same can as regular recyclables. 

 1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Hydrachuck to Water_Faery • 6 days ago 

Certainly not in the recycle container, but I think he meant the can for garbage. Now 
that we recycle, we fill that can but the gray can is pretty empty until I put my GW in it 

1 up •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Leo Byford • 6 days ago 

it is amazing that I have as of yet seen anyone,INCLUDING THE CITY COUNCIL, define the difference 
between mulch and compost, and this includes Covanta. It is also amazing what the city does or does 
not understand why green waste should NEVER be placed in landfills, Can not wait TILL THEY PUT 
WATER IN THE RIVER. HAS ANYONE ASKED WHY THE WATER RATES HAVE GONE UP? 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Grumpy • 6 days ago 

I went on-line and purchased a compost bin for the green waste. Autumn leaves, Spring and Summer 
cuttings will go into this. I mulch the grass clippings. Quite frankly, I am surprised we still have a TARE 
board, given the poor planning and wasteful spending of our tax dollars. Paper bags seem to be a good 
alternative to the plastic, since they could go into the mulching machine and make it a seasonal bi-
monthly, pre-paid sticker method I suppose. I'm naming my compost bin "Cheryl". :^) 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



Yargee Neighborhood Resident • 6 days ago 

Having lived in Germany for many years and being used to mandatory recycling, I was very excited when 
Tulsa began offering the current recycling program. It is very convenient and makes it simple for citizens 
to recycle. The current once a week pickup on recycling is good for me. 

I would think that green waste is more seasonal in nature. I probably wouldn't use a green waste cart 
that much as most of my green waste consists of massive amounts of leaves in the fall. I'm fine with a 
bag-based solution for that. 

Would be cool if there could be a city mulching machine that could rotate from neighborhood to 
neighborhood on determined intervals for green brush, limbs, etc that currently have to be bundled up 
in exact sizes. 

Go green Tulsa! 

 •Reply•Share ›  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

RickG • 18 days ago 

Need tree/shrub branch (less than 2" diameter) once per month. 

 •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Emerson • 41 minutes ago − 

(OK, trying again) 

First, appears I'm in the minority, but we HATED our old service & were glad to see it go. We were 
frequently missed or the pickup was LATE (well after dark), & they usually managed to spill can contents 
in the street when the put it in the truck - frequently right in front of our driveway, so I couldn't avoid 
running over it unless I went into the street & cleaned it up. & yes, we paid the extra for recycling & also 
went to MET regularly. 

That being said, green waste is the topic: continue the WEEKLY service. The current deal, w/ half a dozen 
bags or bundles, is fine, though it would be nice to lift the limit if we have any more major storm 
damage incidents or during the fall when the leaves & branches overwhelm the yard. We already mulch 
the grass, so I'm only talking about branches, etc. 

Extra charge - forget it. Clear bags (& I see the point for those so don't have a problem w/ them) or 
paper bags are both OK w/ me, just make up our minds for us & go on. I'm assuming we'll have to 
continue to buy our bags (?), so that's enough extra expense for me. If the city provides them, then 
maybe a minimal extra charge is in order, but per bag, not a flat rate. 



And gosh, can we stop talking about ANOTHER bin. No problem w/ the ones we have (we have a small 
trash bin, so can't put too much extra in it), but I DON"T want another, cause it would have to be BIG. 
Just on the experience this year, I can't imagine trying to put the yard waste into a bin - have you seen 
how some people already "bundle" their branches, they'll never come out of the bin! 

If they figure out how to separate the plastic bags, then get started. Otherwise, stop talking about it & 
pickup my trash/recycling/green waste! Don't we have more important things for the council to discuss? 
(Though maybe it is a good thing to keep them occupied.) 

 •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Leo Byford • 7 days ago − 

well it is business as usual. Got an invite/email/request to join the discussion and be part of the input at 
the meeting today and believe it or not could not even get recognized or answer any of the question I 
was ask to provide answers to information I was asked to provide input to. But from what I did gather at 
the meeting our rates are going up again, green waste is still going to the waste to energy plant, mulch is 
being given to anyone wanting mulch for free and the rate payer's are paying for anyone wanting to sell 
the mulch compliments of the MAYOR and City Council, will need new trash cans for green waste and 
maybe that will be picked up once a week or a month (THAT IS A SECRET NOW). water and sewer rates 
are going up again and that is next. Here is an Idea that I would have thought that the rate payer of 
Tulsa might have considered, Why not have your green waste used for a beneficial product, lower your 
water and sewer rates. to be continued 

 •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Holly Fisher • 6 days ago − 

It seems that the least expensive and most efficient option for green waste pick up would be for the city 
to issue hanging placards to Tulsa residents that they could hang on their blue recycling bins (or affix to 
the top of the bin) that said something like "GREEN WASTE PICK UP TODAY" and on those days, 
unbundled green waste could be picked up instead of recyclables. We are active recyclers and even so, 
our bin is filled up only about once every 2 weeks. I would be happy to hose out my blue recycle bin to 
keep it clean after I put green waste in it, so that the existing blue carts could be used for both. I know 
that many Tulsa residents do not use their mandatory issued blue carts at all because they don't recycle 
- this way, they would be using them and additional carts would not need to be issued for those of us 
who do both. This also has the advantage of being able to use the lifter arm on the trash vehicles to 
make it easier for the trash crews when handling the green waste and the large blue carts would make it 
easy for residents to dispose of large amounts of green waste without bagging. Thanks for your 
consideration. 



1 up  •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Jack Petreikis • 5 days ago − 

Look at the realistic options, chose the best/least expensive and go with it . It's garbage, not nuclear 
waste! 

 •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

justme • 5 days ago − 

When the leaves fall we usually have 6 to 10 bags of green waste, 3 to 4 times each fall. They always 
have to set out for a few days before they are picked up. If the city decides to use paper bags it will be 
another big problem as the bags will not hold up when exposed to rain and snow while sitting out and 
will come apart when they are moved. Another cart for green waste won't hold but about 2 to 3 bags, 
and the rest will sit on the curb for another week for pickup looking ugly for the neighborhood, so green 
carts won't do much. I believe there are biodegradable plastics available. The city could purchase the 
type plastic bio-bag they want, and issue them to residents each year. (Similar to Broken Arrows trash 
bag program). Then the city's current program for pickup will work. 

 •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Grumpy • 5 days ago 

Here's a thought: Attach an open-top, slat sided trailer behind the recycle trucks to pick up the bagged 
green waste. 

 •Reply•Share › 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 


